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Dave Hughes, In Memoriam

In Praise of English Teachers At the end of last year my old English teacher, Dave Hughes, died.  I saw him last in the summer, when he came...






	







In the post

there was a time when finishing a book led to a long hour or two, sitting nervously over a dot matrix printer, refilling it with paper, remo...






	

Requiem

Friday again, huh!  I’m nose deep in editing my latest novel at the moment, which lives under the title Shieldwall , but almost definitely w...






	

Experience vs Imagination

I remember writing an essay at school about how writers had to experience things to write about them truthfully.  My teacher wrote on the bo...






	







Author’s Note: Viking Fire

      Because of the way that books are printed, the  Author's Note at t he end of Viking Fire  got dropped just before publication in f...






	







How to Write a Medieval Novel: a practical guide no. 2

    So!  you're characters are riding through the countryside, or they come out of their doorways - and.... what do they see?     Good s...






	

Larboard and Curry

Working through the last notes, I came upon a couple of interesting etymological conundrums. The first is the word 'curry' which I h...






	

Talking Books: How to achieve 'epic'?

It's funny how books - like people I suppose - turn up in your life and deliver answers almost before you know what the question was. I&...






	







Unknown Soldiers of 1066

   History – like memory – tends to fixate on the principal players, victors and casualties, and glosses over circumstantial details and man...






	







Blog Tour: how, how, what and why... 

   1) What are you  working on?         I’m working on three things at the moment.   First is I’m putting the finishing touches to the secon...
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Justin Hill


	Prize Winning novelist currently chronicling events surrounding the Battle of Hastings, in 1066.  The first of this series, Shieldwall, was picked as a Book of the Year by the Sunday Times.  
Justin's other work has focused on China and Eritrea, in East Africa.  His first novel was picked as one a Book of the Year in 2001 by the Washington Post, and won a Betty Trask Award, the prestigious Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize, and a cup of tea with Valerie Elliot: widow of TS Elliot.  

His second novel was picked by the Independent on Sunday and Sunday Telegraph's Christmas Picks, won the Somerset Maugham Award and was shortlisted for the Encore Award.

His next novel is called Hastings.  Guess what that's about..!
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